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Creative Getaway: Sketching and painting tours, like this one in Fiori's Studio at Da Vinci Capers, are as
popular as Italy's degustatory offerings

By Barbie Nadeau
Newsweek International

April 30, 2007 issue - Forget the digital
camera. The preferred way to capture a holiday
in Italy seems to be with a charcoal pencil or
watercolor set. Sketching and painting tours
have been gaining in popularity, even
surpassing some of the country's culinary and
wine-tasting excursions.
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Barbara Hardesty, creator of Da Vinci Capers, which offers one-week
painting trips to Tuscany or the Amalfi coast, says most of her
customers have never picked up a paintbrush before. "They all want
an experiential vacation," she says (davincicapers.com; from
$4,000 per person for a week in Tuscany; $3,000 for the Amalfi
coast). Active Gourmet Holidays organizes separate trips on
"Illumination," a Renaissance art form used to decorate manuscripts,
and mural painting in northern Italy. Groups begin by studying
masterpieces like Leonardo da Vinci's "Last Supper" in Milan before
embarking on mural-painting lessons. At the end of the 10-day trip,
artists dismantle their murals to take home
(activegourmetholidays.com; $1,795). For those with basic
watercolor or oil experience, the Tuscan Workshops offer specialized
training in composition, color theory and perspective through open-
air workshops in olive groves and vineyards
(tuscanworkshop.com; $2,800 for seven nights). All these tours
limit numbers to maximize one-on-one time with instructors, and
most offer local food and wine tastings as well. After all,
Michelangelo didn't create the Sistine Chapel on bread alone.
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